AN   INTERPRETER   OF   ENGLAND

that our ancestors would have adopted these
methods had they known of them, but it
should make us wonder whether we, the
heirs of civilisation, are advancing quite as
fast as we sometimes think we are. Here
again, I know that the peoples of every
country hate war, dread war, but dumbly
accept it, and millions of them are too apathetic
to struggle against it. No, the mass mind is a
terrible danger, and where it exists, or can be
made to exist, the progress towards the
extinction of spiritual freedom is rapid
and certain, though it is far easier in a
State where democracy has never functioned.
The energising force came from Russia
and there is a great deal in common in
the methods employed. The State machine
is captured by a political party: every aspect
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